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POLICY 

~ /DM Approval: W {X£6 I Effective Date: October 6, 2016 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The Movable Soccer Goal Safety Act (MSGSA) and regulation provides the Department 
of Education with the authority to permit a movable soccer goal to be made available for 
use at a School Facility subject to any term or condition that the department may 
prescribe. 

In addition, any person (including Department of Education staff and members of the 
community who use School Facilities for recreational soccer activities) who makes a 
movable soccer goal available for use at a School Facility must ensure that it meets the 
requirements and standards prescribed under the MSGSA, regulation and this policy, and 
must take reasonable measures to ensure that it is used safely. 

Furthermore, if a person who makes a movable soccer goal available for use at a School 
Facility has reasonable grounds to believe that the goal is defective, the goal must be 
immediately removed from use. Similarly, if the department determines that a movable 
soccer goal being used at a School Facility is defective, it must immediately remove the 
goal from use. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to provide direction to Department of Education staff and 
members of the community who use School Facilities for recreational soccer activities 
about how the department will ensure that the requirements of the MSG SA are met. 

DEFINITIONS 

'Defective' - a movable soccer goal is defective if it does not meet all applicable 
prescribed standards or has not been installed and maintained in accordance with all 
prescribed requirements under the MSGSA. 

'Movable Soccer Goal' means a freestanding structure that consists of at least two 
upright posts, a cross-bar and support bars that is designed to be used as a soccer goal 
and to be movable to different locations and that weighs more than 18 kg. 
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'School Facility' means any school building or school ground that is maintained and made 
available by the Department of Education for public recreation. 

POLICY STATEMENT 

Principles 

The Department of Education will ensure that the requirements of the MSGSA are met at 
School Facilities by: 

1. where appropriate, granting permission for the use of movable soccer goals at 
School Facilities through written agreements in which user groups agree to 
conditions of use that meet the requirements of the MSGSA; and 

2. ensuring that the Department of Education meets the requirements of the MSGSA 
when it makes movable soccer goals available for use at a School Facility. 

Conditions of Use 

When the Department of Education grants permission for a user group to use a movable 
soccer goal at a School Facility and when the department makes a movable soccer goal 
available for use at a School Facility, it will ensure that the following conditions are met. 

Safety Standard 

A regulated goal must meet the requirements of the ASTM F2950-14, Standard Safety 
and Performance Specifications for Soccer Goals, as amended or replaced from time to 
time (see appendix). 

Manufacturers; Labels and Records 

For all movable soccer goals purchased after the date this policy comes into effect, a 
clearly visible manufacturer's label must be permanently attached to the movable soccer 
goal at all times. At a minimum, the manufacturer's label must include the name of the 
manufacturer and a means of contacting the manufacturer. 

Furthermore, the owner of the movable soccer goal must retain the purchase records 
relating to the movable soccer goal fm the life of the goal. For goais owned by the 
Department of Education, this task will be completed by Education Support Services. 

Safety/Warning Labels 

Clearly visible warning labels must be permanently attached to the movable soccer goal 
at all times. At a minimum, the warning labels must: warn against climbing or hanging on 
the goal, warn that the goal must be anchored at all times, warn that if a goal is not 
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secured it may tip over causing serious injury or death. The warning labels must be in 
both English and French. 

The Department of Education will ensure that appropriate signs are in place at School 
Facilities warning users of the hazards involving the use of movable soccer goals. 

Mesh Size 

If a moveable soccer goal is fitted with netting, the netting must have mesh openings not 
exceeding nine centimeters in any dimension. 

Installation Standards 

The person who makes the movable soccer goal available for use must ensure that it is 
located on a level surface and has been properly and securely anchored to the ground 
and has been installed in accordance with the manufacturer's specifications. If the goal is 
used outdoors, it must be secured to the ground. If the goal is used indoors, it must be 
secured to the floor, wall or by using weights. 

Safe Use Standards 

Players, managers, coaches, teachers, maintenance staff and all other personnel who 
might come into contact with the movable soccer goal are expected to follow all 
prescribed standards and requirements, including the following: 

• The movable soccer goal must be checked for structural integrity and proper 
connecting hardware to ensure that it is properly and securely anchored to the 
ground before every use. 

• Persons must never be allowed to climb on the movable soccer goal. 

• The movable soccer goal must only be used on level fields, and never on a slope 
or hill area. 

• The movable soccer goal must be secured in such a way that it does not present a 
tipping or other type of hazard (e.g. it should be anchored or chained to the 
ground or to a nearby fence post or similar sturdy fixture so that it does not present 
a hazard to other users of the school facility). 

Inspection of Movable Soccer Goals 

Movable soccer goals made available for use at School Facilities must be formally 
inspected at the beginning of the year prior to the first use of the season, at least once 
per month during the soccer season, and again at the end of the season before the 
winter. The goals will be inspected for structur.al integrity, safety labelling and proper 
installation and anchoring. A written record of the inspection must be retained by the 
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owner of ihe movabie soccer goai. A copy of the inspection must be provided to the 
Department of Education if the department is not the owner of the goal. 

For goals owned by the Department of Education, the monthly inspections occurring 
during the school year will be the responsibility of school-based staff, and Education 
Support Services will ensure that the other required inspections are completed. 

Reporting and Correction of Safety Concerns 

All users of movable soccer goals at a School Facility must promptly document, correct 
(where it is safe for them to do so) and report to Education Support Services any 
identified safety concern involving the use of the movable soccer goal at the School 
Facility. 

Education Support Services staff are responsible for ensuring that all safety concerns 
involving the use of a movable soccer goal identified by or reported to the Department of 
Education are promptly corrected and documented. 

Storage 

A moveable soccer goals that are not in use must be secured in such a way that is not at 
risk of tipping and does not otherwise present a hazard. 

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

School administrators are responsible for encouraging community use of school facilities 
and, along with Education Support Services staff, for ensuring the proper maintenance 
and care of school property. 

School-based staff are responsible for promptly reporting (and correcting, where safe to 
do so) any conditions or circumstances that may reasonably threaten the health and 
safety of students or others . 

. Members of the community who use School Facilities for recreational soccer activities 
are responsible for promptly reporting (and correcting, where safe to do so) any 
conditions or circumstances that may reasonably threaten the health and safety of 
students or others. 

Education Support Services staff are responsibie for ensuring thai any conditions or 
circumstances that may reasonably threaten the health and safety of students or others 
which are reported to the Department of Education are promptly corrected and 
documented. 

Movable Soccer Goal Safety at School Facilities Policy Page 4of5 



APPLICATION 

This policy applies to all staff of the Department of Education and all members of the 
community who use School Facilities for recreational soccer activities. 

EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

In situations where the individual circumstances of a case are such that the provisions of 
this policy cannot be applied or to do so would result in an unfair or an unintended result, 
the decision may be based on the individual merits and justice of the situation. Such a 
decision will be considered for that specific case only and will not be precedent setting. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

This policy is effective October 6, 2016. 

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY REFERENCES 

Movable Soccer Goal Safety Act 
Moveable Soccer Goal Safety Regulation 
Education Act ss. 168 (i), ss. 169 (j), (k), (n). 

HISTORY 

Movable Soccer Goal Safety at School Facilities Policy, effective June 1, 2013; amended 
effective October 6, 2016. 

APPENDIX 

ASTM F2950-14, Standard Safety and Performance Specifications for Soccer Goals 
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a Designation: F2950 -14 
"Ull7 

INTERllATIOltAL 

Standard Safety and Performance Specification for 
Soccer Goals 1 

Tnis standard is issued under the fixed designation F2950; the number immediately following Lhe designation indicates the year of 
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A 
superscript epsilon ( e) indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval. 

1. Scope 

1.1 This standard specifies safety and performance require
ments aimed at providing safer soccer goals and thereby 
reducing injuries and fatalities. 

1.2 This standard applies to all soccer goals with a total 
weight greater than 40 lb when weighed in accordance with 
7.1.l and 7.1.2. 

1.3 This standard supersedes Specification F2056-09. 

1.4 This standard supersedes Specification F2673-08. 

1.5 The values stated in inch-pound units are to be regarded 
as standard. No other units of measurement are included in this 
standard. 

1.6 This standard does not purport to address all of the 
safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is the 
responsibility of the user of this standard to establish appro
priate safety and health practices and determine the applica
bility of regulatory limitations prior to use. 

2. Referenced Documents 

2.1 ASTM Standards:2 

Fl487 Consumer Safety Performance Specification for Play
ground Equipment for Public Use 

F2056 Safety and Performance Specification for Soccer 
Goals 

F2673 Safety Specification for Special Tip-Resistant Mov
able Soccer Goals 

2.2 Other Standards: 
ANSI Z535.4 Guidelines for the Design and Safety Signs 

and labels for Application to Products 
EN 748 Playing field equipment - Football goals - Func

tional and safety requirements, test 57 methods 

3. Terminology 

3~1 Defi.nitions: 

1 This specification is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee Fi 5 on 
Consumer Products and is the direct responsibility of Subcommittee Fl5.43 on 
Soccer Goal Safety. 

Current edition approved April 1, 2014" Published July 20!4" DOI: !0.!520/ 
F2950-14. 

2 For referenced ASTM standards, visit the ASTM website, www.astm.org, or 
contact ASTM Customer Service at service@astm.org. For Annual Book of ASTM 
Standards volume information, refer to the standard's Document Summary page on 
the ASTM website. 

3 .1.1 base frame, n-portion of the goal frame consisting of 
the left base, right base, and back bottom bar. 

3.1.2 crush or shear point, n-any point that entraps at one 
or more positions a 0.62 in. diameter rod. 

3.1.3 movable goal, n-any free-standing soccer goal de
signed to be readily moved from location of use to location of 
use. If a goal is able to function as a soccer goal without the use 
of anchors or support of other structure, it must be considered 
a movable goal. 

3.1.4 permanent goal, n-any goal fixed by concrete or 
other material to ground or floor, with or without net supports. 
Cannot be relocated for use. 

3.1.5 semi permanent goal, n-any goal designed to be 
inserted into a ground sleeve or readily fastened to a supporting 
structure and thereby able to be removed from the location of 
use. 

3.1.6 upright frame, n-portion of the goal frame consisting 
of the left upright, right upright, crossbar and backstays. 

3.2 See Fig. 1 for goal component definitions. 

4. Material 

4.1 The goai frame may be made of any material, provided 
the requirements of this standard are fulfilled. 

4.2 Ali materials related to the construction of the goai 
frames (net excluded) shall be designed to maintain their 
integrity for outdoor use for a minimum period of five years 
when maintained according to manufacturer's instruction and 
schedule. 

5. Design 

5.1 The uprights and the crossbar shall have the same cross 
section. 

5.2 The cross section of the side parts of the base frame 
shall not extend outside of the uprights at the point where the 
base frame meets the upright. 

5.3 There shall be no crush or shear points caused by 
junctures of two or more components where at least one of the 
components moves in relation to the opposing component(s). 

5.4 All exposed comers and edges shall be rounded with a 
radius of at least 0.12 in. 

5.5 All tubing ends shall be covered. 

Copyright© ASTM International, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, PO Box C700, West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959. United States 
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Norn 1-fypical designs shown; variations are numerous. Depictions are not intended to limit design. 
FIG. 1 Goal Components - Reference Section 3 

5.6 Net attachment shall be strong enough to hold net in 
place during play. 

5.7 Semi Permanent Goals: 
5.7.l Ground sleeves for semi permanent goals shall be 

adapted to the diameter of the uprights. 
5.7.2 Ground sleeves shall be designed to be set in concrete, 

and include provision for water drainage. 

5.8 The goal shall have no protrusions as determined by the 
gauges in Fig. 2 and the procedure below. 

5.8.l Successively place each of the three gauges over each 
accessible projection in any and all directions. 

5.8.2 A projection is a protrusion if it extends beyond the 
face of any of the three gauges. See Fig. 3 and Fig. 4 for usage 
examples. 

5.9 Anchors, hardware, and installation instruction shall be 
included with goal and shall be sufficient to enable the goal to 
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pass an testing required within this specification in any 
foreseeable soil conditions and recommended installations. 

6. Head and Neck Entrapment 

6~1 Goals shall be designed so that any accessibie opening 
meets the following requirements. 

6.2 If the field surface (ground) is the lower boundary of the 
opening then the opening is exempt from these requirements. 

6.3 Completely bounded rigid openings. 
6.3.1 A completely bounded rigid opening is considered 

accessible if a torso probe (Fig. 5) can be inserted into the 
opening to a depth of 4.0 in. or more. 

6.3.2 Place the torso probe (Fig. 5) in the opening with the 
plane of the base of the probe parallel to the plane of the 
opening; rotate the probe to its most adverse orientation (that 
is, major axis of the base of the probe parallel to the major axis 
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FIG. 2 Protrusion Gauges - Reference 5.8 

of opening), If the torso probe can be inserted into the opening 
to a depth of 4.0 in. or more, place the head probe (Fig. 6) in 
the opening with the plane of the base of the probe parallel to 
the plane of the opening. An opening passes this test if (I) the 
opening does not admit the torso probe when it is rotated to any 
orientation about its own axis, or (2) the opening admits the 
torso probe and also admits the head probe. An opening fails 
the test if the opening admits the torso probe but does not admit 
the head probe. 
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7. Ligbhveight Goals 

7.1 Goals with a total weight of less than 80 lb are exempt 
from Unanchored Goal Testing and Anchored Goal Testing in 
accordance with Sections 8 and 9 of this standard. 

7.Ll Total goal weight shall include all components sup
plied with goal including hardware, net, and net fixings. 
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face of gauge. 

FIG. 3 Protrusion Gauge Usage - Reference 5.8.2 

7 .1.2 Ground anchors are not to be included in the total goal 
weight, unless they are designed to remain affixed to goal 
during goal movement. 

8. Unanchored Goal Testing 

8.1 Extreme caution must be taken to protect against injury 
to persons and da1nage to property in case of goal overturning 
during unanchored goal testing. 

8.2 Unanchored goal testing applies only to movable goals. 

8.3 Goal shall be assembled in accordance with manufac
turer's instruction. 
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8.4 Separate anchors from goal at location designed by 
manufacturer. 

8.5 Testing shall be conducted at temperatures between 50 
and 90°F. 

8.6 Testing shall be conducted on a flat, level, concrete 
surface. 

8.7 Goal passes Unanchored Goal Testing if it passes either 
the Swing Stability Test or the Balanced Goal Test. 

8.8 Balanced Goal Test: 
8.8.1 This test establishes that the subject goal has an equal 

resistance to overturning from either direction. By proving the 

Colin MacDonald (Yukon Government Department of Education) pursuant to License A!!reemenL No further r~nrorl11ctions ~nthorin>rl 
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FIG. 4 Protrusion Gauge Usage - Reference 5.8.2 

balance point to be between 30 and 60°, ii is proven that the 
moment created by the upright frame is approximately equal to 
the moment created by the ground frame. 

8.8.2 Goal is considered to be of a balanced design if it 
meets both of the following criteria. 

8.8.3 Tip goal forward until uprights make a 30 + 1/-0° 
angle with horizontal. Goal shall fall forward (upright frame to 
floor) when released from this point. See Fig. 7. 

8.8.4 Tip goal forward until uprights make a 60 +0/-1° 
angle with horizontal. Goal shall faH backward (base frame to 
floor) when released from this point. See Figure Fig. 8. 

8.9 Swing Stability Test-See Fig. 9 and Fig. 10. 
8.9.1 A stop shall be placed in front of goal uprights to 

prevent goal from sliding forward during testing. 
8.9. L l Stop shall have maximum thickness of 0.25 in. and 

be affixed to the concrete floor. 
8.9.2 A vertical stop shall be placed behind the goal to 

prevent goal from sliding backwards during testing. 
8.9.2. 1 Vertical stop shall be set at a distance of 0.50 ± 0.25 

in. from goal frame prior to commencing test. 
8.9.2.2 Vertical stop shall not provide any resistance to goal 

overturning. 
8.9 .3 Hang a 220 lb mass from the center ( ± 1 in.) of the 

crossbar. 
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8.9.3. l Center of mass of load shall be 24.0 ± 1.0 in. below 
the bottom of the crossbar. 

8.9.3.2 Connection of load to crossbar shall be by a single 
cord of rope with a minimum working load limit of 1000 lb. 

8.9.4 From a safe position, behind the goal, using a rope of 
a minimum length of 10 ft, displace the load to a 30° angle to 
vertical and perpendicular to crossbar. 

8.9.4.1 Direction of pull shall be 90 ± 10° to the 30° angle 
(60° to floor). 

8.9.5 Let load swing freely until it comes to rest. 
8.9.5.1 Pivot point of swing shall be within 2 in. of crossbar 

and remain stationary during testing. 
8.9.6 Goal passes unanchored stability test if goal does not 

overturn during load swinging and does return to an upright 
position after load swing. 

9. Anchored Goal Testing 

9.1 Goal shall be assembled and anchored in accordance 
with marmfacturer's instruction. 

9.2 Testing shall be conducted at temperatures between 50 
and 90°F. 

9.3 Goal passes Anchored Goal Testing if it passes both 
Strength of Goal Frame and Stability of Goal Frame Tests. 

Colin MacDonald (Yukon Government Department of Education) pursuant to License Al!feemenL No further renroclnctinn.< m1thoriz~cl 
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FIG. 5 Torso Probe - Reference 6.3.1 

9 .4 Test loads shall be applied to goal by means of a 
webbing strap with a minimum working load limit of lOCn'.:) !b. 

9 .5 Strength of Goal Frame: 
9.5.1 Apply a downward, static load of 405 lb to the center 

(.±] jn.) of the crossbar for 60 to 70 s. See Fig. 11. 
9.5.2 Remove load and visually inspect goal frame. 
9.5.3 Goal passes strength test if all of the following are 

true: 
9.5.3. l Frame does not collapse or overturn over duration of 

loading. 
9.5.3.2 No component of the goal fractures during the test, 

as determined by thorough visual inspection. 
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9.6 Stability of Goal Frame: 

9.6.l Apply a horizontal, static load of 248 lb to the center 
(±1 in.) of the crossbar for 60 to 70 s. See Fig. 12. 

9.6.2 Remove load and visuaily inspect goal frame. 

9.6.3 Goal passes stability test if all of the following are 
true: 

9.6.3.l Frame does not collapse over duration of loading. 

9.6.3.2 Goal does not overturn over the duration of the 
loading. 

9.6.3.3 Goal returns to an upright position after load is 
removed. 

Colin MacDonald (Yukon Government Department of Education) pursuant to License A!!reement. No further renrnrlnctions m1thorizecl 
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FIG. 6 Head Probe - Reference 6.3.2 

Upright 

FIG. 7 Balanced Goal Test - Reference 8.8.3 

9.6.3.4 No component of the goal fractures during the test, 
as determined by thorough visual inspection. 
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Upright 

FIG. 8 Balanced Goal Test - Reference 8.8.4 

FIG. 9 Swing Stability Test - Reference 8.9 

10. Assembly Instructions 

10.1 Manufacturer shall provide written assembly instmc
tions with each goal. 

10.1. l Instructions shall include anchoring installation de
tails. 

10.1.2 Instructions shall include amount and location of 
counterbalance weight required to makt:. goal pass the require
ments in Sections 7, 8, and 9 of this specification if counter
balance weight is the only method of anchoring used. 

10.2 Manufacturer shall be able to provide instructions for a 
period of five (5) years from date of sale .. 
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11. Safety Instructions 

11.1 Manufacturer shall provide \vritten safety instructions 
with each goal. 

11.2 Safety instructions shall contain the following warn
ings. 

11.2.1 Check for structural integrity and proper connecting 
hardware before every use. Replace damaged or missing parts 
or fasteners immediately. 

11.2.2 Ensure safety/warning labels are clearly visible 
(placed under the crossbar and on the sides of the uprights at 
eye level). 

Colin MacDonald (Yukon Government Department of Education) pursuant to License Agreement. No further reproductions authorized. 
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FIG. 10 Swing Stability Test - Reference 8.9 

FIG. 11 Strength of Goal Frame Test - Reference 9.5.1 

11.2.3 Securely anchor movable soccer goals at ALL times, 
except when being moved. 

11.2.4 Always instruct players, managers, coaches, trainers, 
teachers, maintenance and all other personnel who might come 
into contact with the goal on the safe handling of and potential 
dangers associated with movable soccer goals. 

11.2.5 Always exercise extreme caution when moving goals 
and allow adequate manpower to move goals of varied sizes 
and weights. Movable soccer goals should only be moved by 
authorized and trained personnel. 

11.2.6 NEVER allow anyone to climb on the net or goal 
framework. 

11.2.7 Movable soccer goals should only be used on 
LEVEL fields, NEVER on a slope or hill area. 

11.2.8 Remove nets when goals are not in use. 
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11.2.9 Most of the tip over injuries occurred when goals 
were unattended. Anchor or chain one goal to another, or to 
nearby fence posts, dugouts, or any other similar sturdy fixture 
when not in use. If this is not practical, store movable soccer 
goals in a place where children cannot have access to them. 

11.2.10 Fully disassemble goals for seasonal storage. 

12. Warning Labels 

12.1 Permanent warning labels shall be affixed to the goal 
by the manufacturer at the following locations. 

12.1.1 Center of crossbar, readable from ground. 
12. 1 .2 At eye level on each upright. 

12.2 The label shall have the word WARNING in accor
dance with ANSI Z535.4 with respect to color and letter height. 

Colin MacDonald (Yukon Government Department of Education) pursuant to License Airreement. No further renrodnction< authorizecl 
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FIG. 12 Stability of Goal Frame Test - Reference 9.6.1 

12.3 The label(s) shall include: 
12.3.1 This goal is not to be stored or used on a slope or hill 

area. 
12.3.2 Check to insure that all fastenings are fully tightened 

before using this product. 
12.3.3 Check fastenings periodically afterwards. 
12.3.4 This goal shall be secured against overturning at all 

times. 
12.3.5 Do not climb on the net or framework. 

Never climb on goal. 

Goal can faff over causing 
serious injury or death. 

12.4 Appropriate example graphical symbols are shown in 
Fig. 13. 

13. Goal Markings 

13.1 Goal shall be marked with the following manufactur
er's information on one or both uprights. 

13.1. l Name of manufacturer. 
13.1.2 Means of contacting manufacturer including at least 

one of the following: 

ALWAYS ANCHOR GOAL 
Unsecured goal can fall over 

causing serious injury or death. 

This goal should be securely anchored at all times • This goal is not to be stored 
or used on a siope or hiil area • Check that aii fastenings are fully tightened before 

using this product • Check fastenin~s periodically after using goal • Goal shall 
be secured against overturning at ah times • Do not climb on net or framework 

• This goal is designed to be used for soccer only 
FIG. 13 Warning Label Examples - Reference Section 12 
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Meets Safety and 
Performance Specification 

ASTM F2950-14 
when assembled according 

to manufacturer1s instructions. 

FIG. 14 Specification label - Reference 13.3 

13. l .2. l Address. 
13.1.2.2 Phone number. 
13.1.2.3 Website. 

13.2 Goal shall not be marked in any way to imply it is safe 
for goai to be unanchored at any time. 

13.2. l Goals shall not be labeled "tip resistant goal" or "tilt 
resistant goal." This statement could mislead users regarding 
goal anchoring requirements. 

13.3 Any goal meeting all criteria of this specification shall 
be marked "Meets Safety and Performance Specification 
ASTM F2950-14 when assembled according to manufacturer's 
instruction." See Fig. 14, for example. 

14. Compliance 

14.1 No product within the scope of this ASTM standard 
shall, by any means, indicate compliance to the standard unless 
it conforms to all requirements herein. 

14.2 Claims of partial compliance to this ASTM standard 
are not permitted. 

15. Keywords 

15.1 soccer goals 
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